
An overview on 
energy justice and poverty

in social science research

CEDEC Annual Congress

Session “Making the energy transition inclusive: getting all citizens on board” 

Chiara Certomà   
University of Turin

chiara.certoma@unito.it

Filippo Corsini 
Sant’Anna School Pisa

filippo.corsini@santannapisa.it

Harald  Rohracher 
Linköping University

harald.rohracher@liu.se



Background

Final report Insight from Energy Policy Fellowship

https://energy-shifts.eu/insights-policy-fellowship-programme/

How does energy justice play out in the public debate 
through discourses of involved social and economic actors? 



Core energy challenge 
= resource scarcity 

and population 
growth (in an 
increasingly 

unpredictable social 
and environmental 

climate) 

Allocation of scarce 
resources on 

alternative ends 

 a matter of (social) 
justice i.e. a form of 

justice referring to the 
role played by 

governments in 
promoting the just 

distribution of 
benefits and costs 
throughout society

Realising Energy 
Justice means 
achieving a fair 
distribution of 

benefits and costs 
through society in the 

production, 
distribution and use 

of energy.





1. What we talk about when we talk of Energy Justice?

Energy Justice evaluates 
• where injustices emerge Distributional justice
• which affected sections of society are ignored
 Recognition-based justice

• which processes exist for their remediation in order to (i) reveal, 
and (ii) reduce such injustices Procedural justice

Energy system = the entire energy chain, from mining, 
conversion, production, transmission, and distribution, right 
through to energy consumption and waste



Distributional 
justice
the physically unequal allocation of
environmental benefits and ills, and
the uneven distribution of their
associated responsibilities

Ex. Wind turbines in Germany



Recognition-
based justice
sections of society ignored or 
misrepresented in energy policies and 
calls to acknowledge the divergent 
perspectives rooted in social, cultural, 
ethnic, racial and gender differences

Ex: UK Government-sponsored programmes 



Procedural 
justice
equitable procedures that engage all 
stakeholders   in a non-discriminatory 
way

• Mobilizing local knowledge

• Disclosing information

• Representation in institutions

Ex. Interactive smart grids (Dimeas et al., 2014)



2. How energy justice becomes a delivered outcome 
through policy

Restorative justice arose from society that questions after an 
injustice occurred what is the response to the victim. 

Applied to the energy sector it would ensure that decision-
making was made in light of considering the potential harm 
of that decision and consequently the true cost of that 
decision. 



Environmental Impact 
Assessments for international, 

national and local 
communities to achieve a 

balance between development 
and the environment. 

Social-License-to-Operate that 
ensures developing 

cooperation with the local 
community over the life-span 
of the energy infrastructure. 

Energy Financial Reserve 
Obligation where the 

company needs to 
demonstrate they have the 

financial capacity to clean and 
restore energy infrastructure 

at the end of its lifespan

Promising practices



open 
questions

How this can impact in the 
daily practice of Local 
Energy Companies and 
municipal utilities? 

How can they deal with 
poverty or justice issues?



3.How Energy Injustice manifests in Energy Poverty

Energy Poverty = ‘the inability to attain a socially and 
materially necessitated level of domestic energy services’ 
(Bouzarovski and Petrova, 2015).

The environmental features of a place are crucial in shaping 
vulnerability to energy poverty.



GEOGRAPHIC 
UNDERPINNINGS OF 
ENERGY POVERTY



1. policies that target 
particular areas by 

providing 
comprehensive, 

spatially-sensitive 
support for 
vulnerable

households across 
cities and regions

2. strategies that 
address the 

underpinning  
mechanisms through 

which spatially 
energy vulnerability 

and injustice is 
(re)produced

3. approaches to 
detect socio-

demographic groups 
that are vulnerable 

by virtue of spatially-
based injustices

Present decision-making frameworks can be improved with : 



Our surOur 
suourrveyvey  LI

How would you define energy justice? 

How do you think energy justice 
can be achieved? 

Is energy justice relevant for the work 
of your company/organisation? Do 
you have policies or strategies to deal 
with it?

Our survey:
Framing Energy Justice

https://www.soscisurvey.de/en_justice/

https://www.soscisurvey.de/en_justice/
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