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Adjustment mechanism will be the tool to ensure other countries follow Europe’s example.
To push investments forward towards its climate objectives, the EC also announced that 30% of the Next Generation and the
EU budget – that altogether might be around €1.8 trillion euros – will be dedicated to climate-related expenditures.
The 55% GHG emissions reduction target by 2030 should formally become law with the adoption of the so-called European
Climate Law.

CEP implementation: Final assessment of Member States’ NECPs
On 17 September the European Commission published its assessment of the final National Energy and Climate Plans Member
States had to deliver as part of the Governance Regulation 2018/1999. The assessment states that all plans are of good quality
and comprehensive of all aspects of the Energy Union, and surely more ambitious than the draft plans. At the current policy
level as reported by Member States in their plans, the EU should
reach an overall GHG emissions reduction of 41% by 2030. The
majority of Member States are already coal-free or planning to phase
-out coal, which should bring coal to a decrease by 70% compared to
2015. Member States are on track also to achieve the current

Digitalisation: Draft EP report on the European
strategy for data
Rapporteur and ITRE member Miapetra Kumpula-Natri (S&D/FI)
published her draft EP own initiative report on the European strategy
for data. The report, which is available since 11 September,
addresses the issues of data governance, data access and
interoperability. On data governance the rapporteur insists on the data governance model to be built on a decentralised data
operating environment. Further, the rapporteur calls for the creation of a Commission-led body to set Union-wide guidelines
on data governance. A strong focus lies on cross-sectoral data sharing, which is considered essential for innovation by Kumpula
-Natri. Regarding the Data Act, which is expected to be proposed by the EC in 2021, the rapporteur wants the EC to encourage
B2B, B2G, G2B and G2G flow of data in all sectors. Further, voluntary data sharing schemes shall be facilitated, but data access
shall be compulsory where specific circumstances exists (i.e. systematic imbalances in B2B value chains).

State aid: EC adopts revised EU Emissions Trading System State Aid Guidelines
On 21 September the Commission adopted its revised EU Emission Trading System State aid Guidelines in the context of the
system for greenhouse gas emission allowance trading post 2021. The revised guidelines, which will enter into force on 1
January 2021 and which will replace the previous guidelines adopted in 2012, aim at a focus on reducing the risk of “carbon
leakage”. Under the new guidelines aid should be targeted only at sectors at risk of carbon leakage due to high indirect
emission costs. Another block of the guidelines is to make compensation conditional upon additional decarbonisation efforts
by the companies concerned (i.e. compliance with recommendations of their energy efficiency audit). Specificities of SMEs in
line with the SME Strategy for a sustainable and digital Europe will also be taken into account in the guidelines.
Currently, the EC is also evaluating and reviewing the Energy and Environmental Aid Guidelines 2014-2020, to make sure they
are fully aligned with the Commission’s green and digital objectives. The current rules, which would otherwise expire at the
end of 2020, have been prolonged by a year. It is expected that the EC will launch a comprehensive review of its state aid rules
in 2021.

Energy infrastructure: TSOs and DSOs to establish Prime Movers’ group on H2 and gas
quality
As the gas industry is gearing up its efforts to roll-out increasing levels of renewable, decarbonised and low-carbon gases, and
the European Commission is laying down its strategies to support full decarbonisation of the economy and the creation of a
hydrogen ecosystem, the European gas system will have to be able to adapt and deal with diverse gas mixes which need to be
handled technically. For this purpose and with the support of the European Commission, the European gas DSOs and the TSOs
have launched a Prime Movers’ group to analyse and discuss technical issues related to the uptake of renewable and
decarbonised gases in the existing natural gas infrastructure. The first stakeholder meeting took place 15th of September, and
aimed at bringing together stakeholders from the whole gas value chain, including end-users appliances, producers, shippers
and traders.

From our members: A living lab with renewable hydrogen
The Brussels distribution system operator Sibelga, in collaboration with John Cockerill (international provider of specialised
energy technologies) and the Belgian gas transmission system operator Fluxys, launched the H2GridLab research partnership.
The partnership aims at creating a living lab open to any stakeholders and supplied with renewable hydrogen. The designated
experimental site will host a series of pilot projects including renewable hydrogen generation from on-site solar PVs, local
storage of hydrogen and injection of hydrogen in the distribution grid.
To share your story, please write an email to info@cedec.com or anyone else in the CEDEC Secretariat.

Reading of the month

Ongoing consultations
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Public consultation on the Energy Taxation Directive – deadline 14 October 2020
Public consultation on the evaluation of the F-gas Regulation – deadline 29 December 2020
Public consultation on EU state aid rules for broadband network deployment – deadline 5
January 2021
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CEDEC WG EU DSO Entity (via MS Teams): XX October 2020
EU Gas Regulatory Forum (Madrid Forum): 14-15 October 2020
EU Energy Infrastructure Forum (Florence Forum): 29 October 2020
CEDEC Virtual Annual Congress: 18 November 2020

